Assignment 4: Writing and Posting a Blog on you Website

Assignment due: May 7, 2020

(please read assignment carefully, there is a lot of information below)

For you last assignment, you will be asked to use
the information learned in Chapter 12: Blogs,
and write a blog to post on your website. When
you originally set up your class website, you were
asked to include a Blog tab. Now it is time
populate that tab.

Today, blogging has exploded in popularity. With
a simple online search, it’s possible to find blogs
and bloggers from nearly every industry and
category imaginable: from mommy bloggers to
foodies, cooking enthusiasts, fitness experts,

fashion bloggers, crafting connoisseurs and more.
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Blogs have become very popular giving every day and your brand people a voice. They provide an easy

way for anyone from around the world to share opinions and ideas with a large audience. They also help

readers keep up-to-date on trends and topics they are interested in. And lastly, they are a great
marketing tool for many businesses.

Before writing blog content, brands must have a clear understanding of their target audiences:

e Think about the customer personas you developed for the social media marketing content

strategy in assignment 3.

e What do audiences want to know about? (refer to your mind map)
o  What topics will resonate with audiences? (refer to your empathy map)

For this assignment, you will be creating a blog site:

*  Your blog will be hosted on your company website under the blog tab

* Make sure your blog is consistent with branding and color schemes developed as part of your

brand identity (developed in assignment 2)

¢ Choose a content theme for blog posts (stay true to your themes) from the empathy map and

mind map developed in assignment 3.

Use the information contained in Chapter 13: Blog Lecture slides to assist you in writing an excellent

blog.

| have attached the lecture slides below. Chapter 12: Blog (slides 14 —34)

When you complete your assignment, email your website address to

goodmanprofessorl80@gmail.com.

This assignment is due on May 7.


mailto:goodmanprofessor180@gmail.com
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Writing and Optimizing Blog Posts

Qutline

Armed with ihe blog post topic, post lype. audience

and background research on the topic. begin by

organizing the content of the bloginto an outiine.

+ Viite down all of the main takeaways and key -
points to Include in the blog and crganize them
into sections.

* Decide how long the blog will be.

= Longer posts tend to perform better on search

engines: however, sharfer pots may resonate with

readers more.

A good best practice to followis anywhere

between 400-1,000 words.

However, the content sirategy topic and audience

will ultimately dictate the length of the blog post.

A Guide to Local Holiday Shopping in
Pittsburgh
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Title

+ Before writing, come up with a few working
titles for the blog post.

+ The working title willhelp focus the blog post
content into something more specific than
what would fit into a general topic.

« For example, if your topic is "blogging,”
then a good working title would be “How
to Write a Great Blog Post” or “10 Tips to
Perfect Your Next Blog Post."

Tnanksgiving Dinner: It's All About the
Sides
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Write Catchy Blog Titles Like These
To Get Way More Traffic

What 10 Stutes Say About The Best Times To
Post On Saciel Media

9 Types Of Biog Posts That Are Proven To Boost
Tretic

20 Ways To lle Craative When You Dont Feet
\nspired

Mow To Attract An Audience With The est Biog.
Photography Tips (+128 Fres images)

43 Duta-Driven Haadine Idems From 1000 OF
The Most Popular Posts

21,489 Pageviews

Mo To Dvscover Awvtoeme Wiiting Techracurs
That Wit lmgrove Reading Comprehenion

Mo Ta Use Mar

3 Pertarmance Matsics Thal
Will imgrove Yeur 8100

2 That Will improve Your
]

How To Work With Designess Wah Authentic

Advice from CoSchedule’s Designer

How To Meet Deodlines When Youre Sick And
Tired Of Misting Tham

4,954 Pageviews




O
Online Tools to Get Started

There are many tools online like
heud"ne generaiors 'O help A ‘What {#} Studies Say About {Subject}

{7} {Noun] That Are Proven To {Desirable Outcome)

individuals and companies
create great titles for blog

{5} Ways To 8e (Adjective} When You Dan't {Verb} {Adjective}

How To {Verb] An {Audience) With The 8est {Subjoct) Tips {+{#} Froe {Resourcas})

posts. {#} Data-riven {Noun] From {#} Of The Most Popular {Noun}
+ Asimple Google search wil . {8} Exsy Ways To (Verb A [Noun) That Will kyrocket 8y {41 i 1 Year
yie|d hundreds of websites that How To Use (Noun} To Increase Yout {Desirable Outcome)

The (#}-Minute, (¥)-Step Solution For The Best {Noun)

offer guidance. Below are blog
fitle structures to get you
started.

How To Rock A (Naun} That Will Save You Tons Of Time.

How To {Verb] Your {Noun] For Massive Growth
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Title | e

Once fhe blog is complete, finalize: the tifle based on The: 8 Ways to Have a More Sustainable
confent that was actudlly wiitten in the post, The final tifle may Wedding

ena up being “New fo Blogging? Here Are 10 Writing Tips for Your

first Blog™

Blog post fifies should:
Conveywhat the arficle i going to be about
Be cafchy and engoging, puling The reader foleam maore
Use words the audiences use

Confain power and emotion words, Ike jow-aropping.
greatest, fascinating, risky, dangerous, stoggering

Ask questions

Use numbers and facts: fifles with numbers and facts recelva
206% higher fraffic than those that don't

Inchide at laast one industry or popular keywerd based on
prior keyword research

Be short and 10-he-point: fitles that are under 70 characters
Wil ot get cut offin secrch results

e g s .

The Best European Christmas Markets

Begin the blog post by writing an intro.

This, along with the blog title, is arguably
the most important part of writing a blog
as it's the first chance to grab the
reader's attention.

If readers are not hooked within the first
few seconds, they willstop reading
before they give the blog a fair chance.

Tell a story, share a joke, use a statistic,
provide an interesting fact, ask a
question or state something controversial.
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The infro should also provide

readers with the purpose of the Sy

post, directly addressing a T —— F
problem the reader may have. T ol shncn o your T o

Infroduce the program and The destaing s of Lk of ghgersit o your bl
explain it in full detail. k] vy

End the infro with a fransition to ik meroaiadmsrlcbe bsbmuseu e o e
hint af how to solve the
problem.
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Main Body

The main body of the blog

post s where you get into

the why and how of the

problem presented in the
Tntre,

First, present the problem in
mare detall withwhy the
problem s so difficult fo
solve, Tell astory or give
detailed example fo show
readers you understand the

Include statistics to further
il

lustrate the problem
through concrete facts.
Then provide core points
through a selution to the
problem.

problem they are facing.
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Conclusion

+ The conclusion should bring readers full
circle and summarize the main points and
key takeaways of the blog.

« Tie the closing back fo the statement
presented in the infro of the blog as
depicted in the image below:

e ——
Vel cwid » ricyde? Well snsagically, you

The B “Lec's ace 1 Your ave-seat rcycle s 1ot wquipped 39 ke mach wsiar o &
Jutmer to Canversion iy, You'E nwed  foue wheeler o drive tharm thers”



